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OUR VISION 

OUR MISSION 

Working under the ethos 

“Free to be wild,” the  

vision of OURF is a #me in 

the near future when the 

people of Indonesia  

accept that orangutans, 

and all other species that 

inhabit their rain forests, 

have a right to live in 

peace, and their forests 

can be shared and u#lized 

sustainably  for the  

benefit of both animals 

and people. 

Saving the orangutans of 

Indonesia through  

conserva#on educa#on, 

outreach ini#a#ves, and  

innova#ve collabora#ve 

programs that inspire and 

call people to ac#on—

especially the next   

genera#on. 
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 MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT & CO-FOUNDER 

 GARY L. SHAPIRO, PH.D 

Each year brings new challenges and 

opportuni#es. As a growing 

organiza#on, the challenges for the 

Orang Utan Republik Founda#on has 

been to secure funds while 

maintaining a robust slate of 

programs.  The opportuni#es enable 

us to be more effec#ve in addressing 

our mission of saving orangutans.  

Luckily, we were able to have a successful year in 2018 by 

raising adequate funds and bringing a new partner into the 

Orangutan Caring Scholarship Program which extended our 

unique student support effort to Central Indonesian Borneo. 

Now we have a compe##ve scholarship program in the 

name of the orangutan in four of the provinces where wild 

orangutans s#ll range.  By the end of 2018 we had given out 

20 new scholarships bringing the total number of students 

who have benefited from the Caring Scholarship program to 

150.  Over 80 students have already graduated moving into 

posi#ons of influence and advocacy for the great red ape. 

We were also challenged by our expansion in Sumatra as the 

Orangutan Caring Founda#on of Indonesia completed its 

Memorandum of Understanding with the Gunung Leuser 

Na#onal Park authori#es enabling the MECU team to 

address conserva#on challenges within the Na#onal Park in 

partnership with other NGOs.  In addi#on to the 

conserva#on educa#on programs that served as the star#ng 

point for the MECU program, the Indonesian founda#on is 

taking on patrols and monitoring of illegal ac#vi#es within 

the Park, restora#on of degraded areas within the park, and 

community livelihood development in villages along the 

border of the Park. 

Donors should realize their support of our work is a amazing 

investment in the future of forest, people and wildlife, 

including the orangutan. Thanks to all who have supported 

our work in 2018. 

 



  5 

 

WHERE WE WORK IN THE FIELD 
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WHERE WE WORK IN THE FIELD 

Restora#on Loca#on 

Nursery 

Pak Mamet’s Demplot 

Bu Erna’s Demplot 
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 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

TO REDUCE CONFLICT 

2018 Mobile Educa#on and Conserva#on Unit 

The Mobile Educa#on and Conserva#on 

Unit (MECU) program con#nues to 

enrich the lives of local villagers and to 

reduce human-wildlife conflict.  Most 

are family farmers and smallholders 

that benefit  by learning organic and 

sustainable farming techniques as well 

as ways to humanely repel orangutans 

from their orchards. Addi#onally, MECU 

educators go into the local schools, 

create Orangutan Caring Clubs to 

inspire young people to appreciate 

orangutans and nature then take 

ac#on.   

During its eighth year, MECU-8 

con#nued providing various programs 

to the served communi#es including:  

Agricultural Demonstra#on Plots, the 

Smart House in Kinangkong, 

the Smart Car program, Forest 

Restora#on program, Volunteer 

and Ecotour programs, 

Community Tree-plan#ng 

ac#vi#es, Orangutan Caring 

Week events, School and Extra-

curricular educa#on programs, 

and Program Monitoring. 
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 Memorandum of Understanding Signed 

AKer months of nego#a#ons between the leadership of 

the Orangutan Caring Club of Indonesia (YPOI), and the 

relevant officials from the Gunung Leuser Na#onal Park, a 

leLer of agreement, Memorandum of Understanding and 

Annual Work Plan were signed allowing YPOI to conduct 

various conserva#on related ac#vi#es within the na#onal 

park.  The ac#vi#es include forest restora#on in degraded 

areas within the park, inves#ga#on and monitoring of 

human-orangutan conflict as well as illicit ac#vi#es 

including illegal logging, illegal farming, and wildlife 

poaching. MECU staff were given specific training by other 

agencies and NGOs that have conducted such ac#vi#es.   

The MOU will enable YPOI and the MECU program to 

complement the various conserva#on ac#vi#es being 

conducted by other NGOs in coordina#on by the na#onal 

park authori#es within a very large landscape. So while 

the MECU program will con#nue to provide educa#on, 

training, and community livelihood enhancements, it will 

also  expand its porMolio of ac#vi#es which will increase 

the capabili#es and value of this local NGO within the 

region. 
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 ORANGUTAN CARING SCHOLARSHIP RECEIPIENTS SPEAK OUT 

Petrus Yendri  — Geography Student from West Kalimantan– Received Orangutan 

Caring Scholarship in 2014. 

“As the one of Bornean Orangutan Caring Scholarship recipients, I am so grateful. 

There were so many experiences I got. The ac#vi#es held by Yayasan Palung were 

very helpful me to my personal development. I will use my experience and ability in 

the campus to learn more related informa#on in  my studies on campus. The BOCS 

training by Yayasan Palung taught me to how to be a ci#zen reporter (write reports 

for the news), how to speak publicly, how to make a simple campaign use social 

media, and more.” 

Agus,na—Veterinary Student from Aceh—Received Orangutan Caring Scholarship from funds 

donated by World Veterinary Service in 2017.   

“From September 2018 I designed my research method. In October-November 2018, I conducted 

my research. The loca#on of my first study was at the Pematang Siantar Animal Park, North 

Sumatra. There I took orangutan feces and recorded orangutan behavior and visitor behavior. Oh 

yeah, I forgot, there are 4 orangutans in Siantar and 3 Sumatran Orangutans (S#p, Bonaria, 

Corporal) and 1 Bornean Orangutan (Dino). During my research I had to go back and forth between 

Pematang Siantar- Banda Aceh. Which takes a lot of #me and energy (because I don't use 

airplanes). 

In December 2018, I processed orangutan feces as part of my research. My research method uses 

ELIZA (enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay) to look at the level of cor#sol hormone metabolites in 

the stool. The reason I use fecal samples is because I avoid excessive restrain behavior that will 

make cor#sol levels invalid and the data doesn't match what I expected. And this research will be 

completed in January 2018. 

Even though my #me and energy were divided into research. I also take part in conserva#on 

ac#vi#es. Because that is my nature. I par#cipated in mangrove tree plan#ng ac#vi#es. And 

refores#ng the forest, which I hope contributes to the survival of humanity. I also aLended 

seminars held at the Unsyiah veterinary faculty.” 

Veterinary student Agus�na 

and OURF President Gary 

Shapiro 

Student Petrus and one of his professors. 
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The MECU team isn’t only concerned 

with the survival of orangutans but 

also the forest in which they 

live.  That is why the MECU team 

works with community groups and 

students from kindergartens, primary 

schools, junior and senior high 

schools to involve them with tree 

plan#ng.  

During this #me, they have 

planted trees on  community 

walkways, along the river bank, 

and in the buffer zone between 

Gunung Leuser Na#onal Park and 

local community farms and other 

cri#cal places. 

The MECU team is also beginning 

to plant within the Na#onal Park 

as part of the MOU with the 

Na#onal Park authori#es. 

FACILITATING TREE PLANTING AROUND THE PARK 

BY THE  NUMBERS 

       Years #Trees Planted 

2011  1,060 

2012  2,620 

2013  1,750 

2014        20,340 

2015  2,550 

2016  4,440 

2017  1,800 

2018        10,020 

Total  44,580 
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 THE ORANGUTAN CARING SCHOLARSHIP  

PROGRAM EXPANDS AGAIN 

In 2018 OURF added a new partner to implement the Orangutan Caring 

Scholarships in Central Kalimantan. Borneo Nature Founda#on had already 

established a rela#onship with the University of Palangka Raya so they were an 

ideal organiza#on to promote and administer the unique program for students 

in biology and forestry. Dr. Shapiro met with the BNF team and the university 

administrators in May to officially set up the program star#ng with two new 

scholarships. BNF team members accepted applica#ons, interview and evaluated 

numerous applicants and awarded the scholarship later that year.  All in all 

twenty new Orangutan Caring Scholarships were given out in ceremonies in 

Ketapang, West Kalimantan, Medan, Sumatra, and Palangka Raya, Central 

Kalimantan.  

By the end of this award period, OURF has given out 150 mul#-year scholarships 

in the fields of biology, forestry and veterinary science.  Over eighty graduates 

have completed their studies and are working for NGOs, government, the 

private sector or con#nuing their studies.  

This unique, compe##ve scholarship program is the only one of its kind to 

provide tui#on and research funding to students in the name of the orangutan.  

Funding for the scholarships have come from The Orangutan Project, Andrew 

Sabin Family Founda#on, Australian AID, and numerous individuals. 

OURF thanks our Indonesian partners: Orangutan Informa#on Centre in Medan, 

Yayasan Palung in Ketapang, and now Borneo Nature Founda#on in Palangka 

Raya  for implemen#ng this program. 

West Kalimantan Ceremony 

Medan Ceremony 

Central Kalimantan Ceremony 
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 EXPANDING OUR CONSERVATION REACH AS TOP-USA 

OURF con#nued its partnership with The 

Orangutan Project (TOP)  in 2018 as TOP-

USA to increase funding for orangutan 

conserva#on  and to further reduce the 

combined administra#on of two of the 

leanest chari#es on the planet today. 

Through the new rela#onship,  OURF aka 

TOP-USA is suppor#ve of TOP’s many 

conserva#on projects on Borneo and 

Sumatra.  OURF’s board insures that the 

projects being supported are  consistent to 

the founding mission.  

In 2018 OURF/TOP-USA funded the 

following organiza#ons: 

 Frankfurt Zoological Society 

 HaKA 

 Interna,onal Animal Rescue 

 Orangutan Founda,on UK 

 Orangutan Informa,on Center 

 Pro Nature 

 Orangutan Caring Founda,on of 

Indonesia 

 Sumatran Orangutan Conserva,on 

Programme 

 Scorpion 

 Orangutan Veterinary Aid 

 Orangutan Conservancy 

 Interna,onal Animal Rescue 

 Hutan 

 Wildlife Asia 

 Center for Orangutan Protec,on 

 Borneo Orangutan Survival Founda,on 

 Borneo Nature Founda,on 

 Borneo Nature Founda,on 

 Gunung Palung Orangutan Conserva,on 

Program 

 

Together we are saving more orangutans 

and their habitat so that they can all one day 

live free in the wild.  
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 ORANGUTAN CARING WEEK 

Since establishing Orangutan Caring Week in 2006, OURF 

has directed the growth of this annual event, which has 

expanded to become a global opportunity for zoos, 

orangutan organiza#ons and other groups to promote the 

species and its plight in a special week.  By crea#ng a 

"cri#cal mass" of support during the week, media 

aLen#on is focused on the issues facing the orangutan. 

In 2018 , the theme of the week was “Valuing Orangutans 

over Profits to Avoid Ex#nc#on.” The theme provided a 

topic that allowed organiza#ons to discuss the dilemma 

affec#ng orangutan popula#ons. Over the past 16 years, 

over 100,000 orangutans died on the island of Borneo, 

according to a scien#fic study that indicated that habitat 

destruc#on between 1999 and 2015, primarily for palm oil 

planta#on and direct killing, caused the precipitous 

decline.   

Moving to sustainable land management prac#ces will be 

key to the long-term survival of orangutans and other 

wildlife that depend on forest habitat.  

During Orangutan Caring Week, dozens of organiza#ons 

par#cipated in having these discussions around the world.   
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 HONORING EXCEPTIONAL LEADERS 

OURF honors environmental achievement and sustained support of orangutan conserva#on by awarding the Pongo 

Environmental Award each year. Recipients come from various fields of endeavor including the nonprofit, for profit, 

and entertainment worlds. 2018 marked our fourth Pongo Environmental Awards event. Our recipients were...  

Hardi Bak#antoro—Center for 

Orangutan Protec#on 

Bill Weir—CNN 
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 ECOTOURS TO EDUCATE & INSPIRE 

In 2018, OURF partnered with Australian-based Orangutan 

Odysseys to conduct a mid-year ecotour of Tanjung Pu#ng 

Na#onal Park. OURF President Dr. Gary Shapiro served as tour 

host to bring a small group of guests to observe orangutans 

and monkeys within the Sekonyer River system, including 

Tanjung Harapan, Pondok Tenggui, and the famous Camp 

Leakey. It was a the laLer research and conserva#on area 

where Dr. Shapiro conducted his own pioneering research on 

sign learning abili#es of free-ranging, ex-cap#ve orangutans In 

the late 1970s.  

Today, ecotourists can come to Borneo and Sumatra to 

observe wildlife and to support local communi#es through 

their patronage of tour operators and ecolodges. In addi#on, 

organiza#ons such as the Orang Utan Republik Founda#on 

and The Orangutan Project benefit from each ecotourist that 

takes a trip through Orangutan Odysseys. For more 

informa#on visit www.orangutanodysseys.com.  

An adult male proboscis monkey near the river 

Ecotourists at an orangutan feeding sta�on for public viewing 
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 IMPACTING POLICY ON THE RSPO 

OURF joined the Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil in late 2011 at 

the request of the Orangutan Land Trust. In 2012, 2014, and 2017 

OURF sat at the table with hundreds of other members at the 

annual mee#ng.   

In 2018, OURF maintained its membership, aLended the RSPO’s 

RT16 in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, Malaysia, and voted at the General 

Assembly.  This par#cular mee#ng was significant in advancing the 

Principles & Criteria (P&Cs) for the RSPO which is done each 5 

years. With work done by technical teams between changes, the 

resolu#ons voted upon added environmental and social 

improvements including No Deforesta#on, No plan#ng on peat, 

Fire preven#on, and Human and Labor 

rights.  

By crea#ng P&Cs that members must 

abide by, everyone in the supply chain, 

from planters and growers to 

manufacturers will understand what 

ac#ons will be necessary to have their 

products cer#fied as sustainable.  While 

not perfect, the RSPO provides a process 

that will beLer protect remaining forests 

and wildlife, including orangutans. 
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 FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

Fiscal Year January 1, 2018—December 31, 2018 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION 

Assets (as of December 31, 2018) in US$ 

Change in Net Assets 105,118 

Net Assets Beginning of Year 221,436 

Net Assets End of Year 326,654 

Total Current Assets 326,654 
 

Liabili#es and Net Equity (as of December 31, 2018) 

Total Liabili#es 0 

Net Equity 326,654 

Total Liability and Net Equity 326,654 

 
Interna#onal Support in US$ 

Orangutan Caring Scholarships (OCS) 26,196 

Mobile Educa�on and Conserva�on Unit (MECU) 72,001 

Wildlife Asia 50,000 

The Orangutan Project (TOP) Programs 300,000 

Interna�onal Program Oversight and Support 10,482 

RSPO membership 893 
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 BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OFFICERS 

President & Co-Founder -Gary Shapiro, PhD 

Vice President - Leif Cocks 

Secretary -Susan Callery 

Treasurer - Cheryl Parrish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

  Robert Kounang, MD 

  Eric Raymond 

  Elizabeth Varnhagen 

 

 

OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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 BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Pamela Alvarez 

Andrew Sabin Family Founda#on 

Ralph Arbus 

Buckmaster Founda#on 

Dirty Hair Messy Boots Limited 

Joyce Foster 

Jus#ne Frischmann 

Willemijntje Hoogerwerf 

Leonardo DiCaprio Founda#on 

Michael McMenamin 

Mey Share Founda#on 

Nacey Maggioncalda Founda#on 

Orpheus Trust 

The Orangutan Project 

  

Panoma#cs 

Ronna Phelps, (Rock of Apes fundraiser) 

John Piacen#ni  

Santos Jaya Abadi 

Gary & Inggriani Shapiro,  

Shared Earth Founda#on 

John S#mson 

UK Online Giving Founda#on 

Elizabeth Varnhagen 

Paul Wegner, 

Carolyn Welch 

Joe WiLe 

Yachak LLC 

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

While we appreciate all contributors to OURF, the supporters listed below 

contributed at the Orangutan Guardian level during 2018 
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Mailing Address: 2641 SANTA MONICA BLVD., #828 

SANTA MONICA, CA 90404 

WWW.ORANGUTANREPUBLIK.ORG AND WWW.THEORANGUTANPROJECT.ORG 

INFO@ORANGUTANREPUBLIK.ORG 

 


